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ABSTRACT

This study describes the implementation of the Internet of Things using the MQTT protocol and mosquitto as a
broker combined with a 2x16 LCD for a pH monitoring system in a freshwater fish farming system at BPBIAT
Purwakarta, West Java, Indonesia. To obtain accurate data, the calibration process is carried out in several
stages, including using buffer 6.8 and distilled water. The calibration results on the 6.8 buffered liquid sample
mean that the data obtained are appropriate, while the aquades obtained a value of 7.73, this is due to the storage
factor of the distilled water so that it can change the pH value. The final result of the research shows that the data
that appears online on the Node-Red dashboard is the same as that which appears locally on the 2x16 LCD. This
means the MQTT protocol is working fine. The data displayed on the Node-Red Ul is sent periodically every 30
minutes. The consideration is that, during the experiments, the pH value of the water did not change significantly
beyond the range of 6.5-8.5. This data illustrates that the pH quality of the water for freshwater fish farming at
BPBIAT is ideal for use.
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Introduction

The problems that are often faced in the
process of cultivating freshwater fish include
failure of eggs to hatch caused by water quality
that does not meet standards. Good water
quality must meet the standard requirements
for physical and chemical elements[1]. One of
the chemical elements that supports the
survival and growth of fish is the pH level of
the water[2].

DOI: https://dx.doi.org/10.24853/jurtek.16.1.11-16

Management of water quality in fish farming is
regulated in SNI 7550 of 2009. In this
regulation the permitted pH range is between
6.5-8.5[3]. Because there are quite a lot of
problems that often arise in the process of
cultivating freshwater fish, this has become
very interesting for previous researchers
through various research methods.[4]-[7]. In
this regard, there is research that develops a
freshwater quality monitoring system by
implementing a prototype in an aquarium
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using an arduino controller. [8]. Apart from
that, there are also those who use the 4502C
pH sensor module and a web server as
monitoring media [9]. Other researchers also
use LabView as a monitoring device that is
integrated with a microcontroller [10].

On the other hand, Internet of Things (loT)
[11], [12] has become part of various sectors
including the agricultural industry [13]
including in the fisheries sector [14]. So from
previous research, there is still a research gap
that allows new research to be opened on this
topic, including the creation of an loT-based
monitoring system that uses the MQTT
protocol[15] and is equipped with a local
monitoring system using an LCD. Therefore,
this research aims to fill this research gap. The
research question in this study is how to
present accurate data visualization, both online
and offline but still easy to use by officers in
the field.

Methods

The method in this research is as follows: The
initial stage is to determine the fish variant that
is the object of research, namely the process of
cultivating goldfish and tilapia eggs. Next,
determine the research location, namely the
Freshwater Fish Seed Development Center
(BPBIAT) Purwakarta, West Java, Indonesia.
Next, determine the ideal pH data for these two
fish, which is between 6.5-8.5 and calibrate the
pH sensor with several tools and calibration
materials. Then choose a controller, namely
NodeMcu ESP8266 and create a program with
instructions to publish data to
http://test. mosquitto.org and also send data to
the 2x16 LCD via the 12C module. The next
stage is to install the MQTT protocol on Node-
red on a localhost PC/Laptop with the address:
http://localhost: 1880, then send data
subscription instructions to
http://test.mosquitto.org. After that, display the
data on the Node-Red dashboard with the
address: http://localhost:1880:/ui and take the
test results data and process it. The final stage
is to draw conclusions from the research
results and discuss the research presentation.

In the process of determining the monitoring
system, this research uses the MQTT protocol
which is installed on Node-Red [16]. This
protocol is a simple and light protocol with a

publish and subscribe architecture and is
capable of handling thousands of clients with
just one server [17]. Besides data that can be
monitored via the Node-Red Dashboard, data
can also be monitored locally via the LCD
which is connected via the 12C module to the
ESP8266 NodeMCU[18]. In full, the block
diagram of this system can be seen in Figure 1.
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Figure 1. Monitoring System Block Diagram

Results and Discussions

To obtain accurate data, the sensor calibration
process is very important. This process is
carried out in several stages, including using
buffer 6.8 and distilled water. Testing on a 6.8
buffer liquid sample, the sensor can measure
according to the buffer's standard pH value,
which means the sensor accuracy is quite
good. Meanwhile, the value obtained for
distilled water was 7.73, which could be
caused by the storage factor of the distilled
water liquid so that it could change the pH
value (Table 1).

Table 1. Data from pH meter sensor
calibration results

pH Average
Standard  pH Value
No  Sample Test of Test
Value Equipment
1 Buffer 6.8 6.8 6.82
2 Aqguades 7 7.73

The results of the sensor calibration tests that
have been carried out can be seen in Figures 2a
and 2b. Figure 3 is a reference scale for pH
values used in this research.
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Figure 2a. pH Calibration in Buffer Solutions
6.8 2b. pH calibration in Aquades
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Figure 3. pH reference value scale

Next step, the sensor was also tested with
several liquid samples such as NaOH, apple
cider vinegar, and H,C,0, (oxalic acid). The
test results can be seen in table 2 below.

Table 2. Data from pH Meter Sensor
Detection Test Results

H
Solution {)/alue Average  Sensor
No - Value Error
Sample  with oH %)
Litmus
1 NaOH 10 9.66 0.03
2 Apel 5 5.45 0.09
Cider
3 H2C204 2 4,37 1.18
Error average 0.51

Based on the data in Table 2, it can be seen
that there is a difference between the data from
measurements using litmus paper and the pH
meter sensor. To calculate the difference in
error on the pH sensor, the following formula
is used:

pH margin x 100
pH data in litmus paper

Error =

Because there is a difference in value between
the two pH indicators, to get an accurate value
it is necessary to calibrate the pH meter sensor

using a calibration buffer that has the expected
value range, namely pH 4 and pH 7, compared
to using pH 7 and pH 10. Figure 4a, b and c
are the results of detection calibration from the
pH meter sensor.

a b c

Figure 4a. pH Calibration in solutions of
NaOH  4b. pH Calibration in Apple Cider
Vinegar Solution 4c. pH Calibration in
Solutions of H,C,0,

In previous research, the pH testing process
used several samples which were used as
reference measurement values, namely pH
Buffer Powder 4.00, pH Buffer Powder 6.89,
pH Buffer Powder 9.18, vinegar water, baking
soda, and soapy water [10]. See figure 5.
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Figure 5. Calibration of pH Sensor Values vs
Standard pH Meter Measuring Instruments

From this sample the error obtained was 0.05.
When compared with the error in this study
there is a gap of 0.45. This difference in
tolerance is caused by different calibration
media, namely litmus paper and buffer
powder. However, even though there are
differences, the error tolerance limit between
previous research and this research remains
within the allowable accuracy limit in reading
pH values.

13



Jurnal Teknologi Volume 16 No. 1 January 2024
Website : jurnal.umj.ac.id/index.php/jurtek

ISSN : 2085 — 1669
e-ISSN : 2460 — 0288

Implementation of pH Meter Sensor
Reading on NodeMCU ESP8266

The pH sensor that has been calibrated is then
implemented in the water that will be used for
the fish cultivation process. The pH sensor is
positioned hanging and the core of the sensor
(glass bulb) is immersed in the water surface.
Data from pH sensor readings can be seen in
table 3.

Table 3. Data from pH Sensor Testing Results
on Aquarium Water

Test ADC Voltage pH  Water
number Value (V) pH

1 434 2.12 7.42  Normal

438 214 7.49 Normal

432 211 7.38 Normal

430 2.10 7.35 Normal

417 2.03 7.11  Normal

426 2.08 7.28 Normal

422 2.06 7.21 Normal

DN (WIN

428 2.09 7.32  Normal

9 422 2.06 7.21  Normal

pH average 7.30 Normal

From table 3, the pH sensor reading values can
be visualized through the graph in figure 6.

Wi

P Vil

Voltage (V)

Figure 6. Data Graph of Implementation
Results of pH Meter Sensor Readings (Voltage
vs pH Value)

From this graph it can be explained that the pH
value is in the range 7.1-7.49, meaning that
this value shows that the water used for the
freshwater fish cultivation process at the
research location has a good and safe pH level
because it corresponds to the ideal pH range,
namely between 6.5-8.5 .

Data visualization on Node-Red Dashboard
So that data can be monitored online, Node-
Red, which has been installed, must be
activated first as shown in Figure 7a. Next,
create an MQTT subscribe flow (7b) to get pH
value data from the sensor connected to the
ESP8266 NodeMCU in publish mode.

A
'] Graiik Montoring pH

Nigi phi

a

Figure 7a. Node-Red Activation 7b. MQTT
Protocol Flow on Node-Red Dashboard.

The sensor data results can be seen in Figures
8a and 8b as follows:
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Figure 8a. pH value data in the morning 8b.
pH value data in the afternoon

The test results show that the data that appears
online on the Node-Red dashboard is the same
as that that appears locally on the 2x16 LCD.
This means that the MQTT protocol is working
properly. The data displayed on the Node-Red
Ul is sent periodically every 30 minutes. The
consideration is that, during the tests carried
out, the pH value of the water did not change
significantly beyond the limit range of 6.5-8.5.
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Conclusions

The MQTT protocol implemented on the
Node-Red and NodeMCU ESP8266 can work
well and corresponds to the data displayed on
the 2x16 LCD. With a publish and subscribe
architectural pattern, this protocol is able to
show good performance in processing sending
and receiving data with the help of the
mosquitto broker. To obtain an accurate pH
value, the sensor calibration process is very
important. This process is carried out in
several stages, including using buffer 6.8 and
distilled water. The final test results show that
the pH value is in the range 7.1-7.49, meaning
that this value shows that the water used for
the freshwater fish cultivation process at the
research location has a good and safe pH level
because it matches the ideal pH range, namely
between 6.5-8.5.

Acknowledgment

Thank you to the chairman of LPPM Indorama
Engineering of Polytechnic and the Head of
BPBIAT Purwakarta for facilitating this
research.

Funding
This research received no external funding.

Author Contributions

Conceptualization, investigation and software,
Deni Kurnia; methodology and formal
analysis, Slamet Riyadi; validation, resources,
writing—review and editing, Adolf Asih
Suprianto ; data curation and writing—original
draft  preparation, Olivia  Rahmadani;
visualization and supervision, Deshinta Arrova
Dewi; All authors have read and agreed to the
published version of the manuscript.

Conflicts of Interest

This research is independent research that is
not funded by any agency. There are had no
role in the design of the study; in the
collection, analyses, or interpretation of data;
in the writing of the manuscript; or in the
decision to publish the results.

References

[1] Y. P. dan A. S. Willem H. Siegers,
“PENGARUH KUALITAS AIR
TERHADAP PERTUMBUHAN IKAN
NILA NIRWANA ( Oreochromis sp . )

[2]

3]

[4]

[5]

[6]

[7]

8]

[9]

[10]

PADA TAMBAK PAYAU,” J. Fish. Dev.,
vol. 3, no. 11, pp. 95-104, 20109.

A. R. Scabra and D. N. Setyowati,
“Peningkatan Mutu Kualitas Air Untuk
Pembudidaya lkan Air Tawar Di Desa
Gegerung Kabupaten Lombok Barat,” J.
Abdi Insa., vol. 6, no. 2, p. 261, 2019, doi:
10.29303/abdiinsani.v6i2.243.

Y. Koniyo, “Analisis Kualitas Air Pada
Lokasi Budidaya lkan Air Tawar Di
Kecamatan Suwawa Tengah,” J.
Technopreneur, vol. 8, no. 1, pp. 52-58,
2020, doi: 10.30869/jtech.v8i1.527.

M. B. Syamsunarno and M. T. Sunarno,
“Budidaya ikan air tawar ramah lingkungan
untuk mendukung keberlanjutan
penyediaan ikan bagi masyarakat,” in
Seminar Nasional Perikanan dan Kelautan
2016. Pembangunan Perikanan dan
Kelautan dalam Mendukung Kedaulatan
Pangan Nasional, 2016, no. January 2016,
pp. 1-16.

W. Imanulloh, “di Kolam Beton dan Terpal
Water quality parameter affecting growth
of Red Tilapia ( Oreochromis sp .) reared in
Co ...,” J. Trop. Fish., vol. 5, no. 5, pp. 1-6,
2010.

C. B. Prastya, S. Sumaryo, and D. Darlis,
“Perancangan Sistem Pemeliharaan Larva
Ikan Nila Design of Automatic Tilapia Fish
Larvae Maintenance Systems in,” e-
Proceeding Eng., vol. 6, no. 1, pp. 135-
142, 2019.

B. S. Mandala, F. T. Elektro, and U.
Telkom, “DESAIN DAN
IMPLEMENTASI SISTEM
PEMELIHARAAN TELUR IKAN MAS
OTOMATIS PADA KOLAM
PENETASAN TELUR,” in e-Proceeding
of Engineering, 2018, vol. 5, no. 3, pp.
3860-3868.

B. P. C. Bareta, A. Harijanto, and M.
Maryani, “RANCANG BANGUN ALAT
UKUR SISTEM MONITORING pH,
TEMPERATUR, DAN KELEMBAPAN
AKUARIUM IKAN HIAS BERBASIS
ARDUINO UNO,” J. Pembelajaran Fis.,
vol. 10, no. 1, p. 1, 2021, doi:
10.19184/jpf.v10i1.21900.

A. R. Charisma, H. R. Iskandar, E.
Taryana, and H. Nurfajar, “Rancang
Bangun Online Monitoring Sistem untuk
pH Air Menggunakan pH 4502C Module
dan Aplikasi Webserver,” in Seminar
Nasional Sains dan Teknologi, 2019, pp. 1-
9.

T. Manalu et al., “Rancang Bangun Sistem
Kontrol pH Air pada Palka Ikan Muatan
Hidup menggunakan Mikrokontroler dan

15



Jurnal Teknologi Volume 16 No. 1 January 2024 ISSN : 2085 — 1669
Website : jurnal.umj.ac.id/index.php/jurtek e-ISSN : 2460 — 0288

LabVIEW,” J. Sustain. J. Has. Penelit. dan
Ind. Terap., vol. 07, no. 02, pp. 53-63,
2018.

[11] M. Fahmideh and D. Zowghi, “An
exploration of IoT platform development,”
Inf. Syst., vol. 87, p. 101409, 2020, doi:
10.1016/j.i5.2019.06.005.

[12] J. Guth et al., “A detailed analysis of iot
platform architectures: Concepts,
similarities, and differences,” Internet of
Things, vol. 0, no. 9789811058608, pp. 81—
101, 2018, doi: 10.1007/978-981-10-5861-
5 4.

[13] A. D. Boursianis et al., “Smart Irrigation
System for Precision Agriculture - The
AREThOUSA IoT Platform,” IEEE Sens.
J., vol. 21, no. 16, pp. 17539-17547, 2021,
doi: 10.1109/JSEN.2020.3033526.

[14] A. T. Tamim et al., “Development of IoT
Based Fish Monitoring System for
Aquaculture,” Intell. Autom. Soft Comput.,
vol. 32, no. 1, pp. 55-71, 2022, doi:
10.32604/1ASC.2022.021559.

[15] D. Soni and A. Makwana, “A SURVEY
ON MQTT: A PROTOCOL OF
INTERNET OF THINGS(IOT),” in
Conference Paper, 2017, vol. Vol. 20, no.
April, pp. 173-177, [Online]. Available:
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/3
16018571.

[16] M. Leki¢ and G. Gardasevi¢, “IoT sensor
integration to Node-RED platform,” 2018
17th Int. Symp. INFOTEH-JAHORINA,
INFOTEH 2018 - Proc., vol. 2018-Janua,
no. March, pp. 1-5, 2018, doi:
10.1109/INFOTEH.2018.8345544.

[17] T. Budioko, “Sistem Monitoring Suhu
Jarak Jauh Berbasis Internet Of Things
Menggunakan  Protokol MQTT,” in
Seminar Riset Teknologi Informasi (SRITI)
tahun, 2016, pp. 353-358, [Online].
Available:
https://sriti.akakom.ac.id/prosiding/SISTE
M MONITORING SUHU JARAK JAUH
BERBASIS INTERNET OF THINGS
MENGGUNAKAN PROTOKOL
MQTT.pdf.

[18] D. Kurnia and V. Widiasih, “Impementasi
NodeMCU dalam Pemberian Pakan Ayam
Otomatis dan Presisi Berbasis Web,” J.
Teknol., vol. 11, no. 2, 2019.

16



